FROMLEFT TO RIGHT;

BELOW: above

Stillimg the eoghne o stop e ot o
the whales' path; we held our brembyns
the group moved imour direction,

Patowad By the stewn, veady 1o LI,
Along
tivamof Uhe tenm, resplemdent i nosky-

side e wars Crann, the grand old

plue wetsal Danny positioned the boat
i e pathoof the swhales, and cut the

- Evervihiog wid pertect, the
gigantle fin of the male dipping beneath
the suirfoce By away iboul Lo poss
fer (e bont: And do vt know whit?

Suddenly dide' T wanl to get i,

crann; foo, lookied [intly periarbed
at.the proximity of this master apex
prednbor, Bt the catealls and abuse of
the reslof the team Gnolly deove-us Irom
the platform, and the boat quickly drified
18 murky waler
e ey from six honti

Ay lesving us (readin

nz killer whales

My strategy wis surreptitously to
persttion Crann Between moe and U
pod. | wis certain that 1 ceuldn’)
outswim them, but falrdveonfident
thiat Eoonedd. otswinn hine. Beassored,

[ began e enjoy myvseki.

Thiore foll vt ey hvoiar |5|'|'\|I.Il1\!i| 1
twisting and turning. finning and diving.
as the tearm and whales danced rings
arpund each other, We linally drigsed
aur weary. busdies back onto the boat,
leedivings the whilos fo voll aind turp,
bathed in the rempanis of the sui's rayvs
asdbey loo tumwed for the Open sea — Two
groups of mammals with new memories
ofa golden bav in New Zealand.

Grenada

New Aealand o Grenada is an absurd
distance, even om o midest-sized blow-
up Hl-.'!,:-,', 1Mty feurney over 48 foun
ity bcar, Uren o bas then a ferry. then a

ser|es of seven alreralt, endiess depiriure

lounges, and Onally o crashingly
fedions quews that Tnches owvarnds= a

ehowering security oil

cand ime soan
becomes delivious.

This growsp hvsterla anomiles ed Wsell
it 1 st b o mammoth Los Angeles
electronics store. during one ol our
stopovers: frresalted in members ol the
tean emerging with afestival of hi-iech
gadgels lo amuse the bored traveller,

Thi= i ::.":'l:l.'l.' .‘-':_ Wi ir PEFLES
he e tire beeping, wliir Brissy

aved crowd of us fnally made i the
Prue Bloe Bay resort in Groenada o the
dend of night; oblivious toall bot the
urge do pass ol theatrically in our
enconaripingly plush rooms;

Due 1o its location in the Caribbean.

Grenada has the distimetbon of being

ane of onlya hareal of islands to be
surrounded by two major aceans,

On thie leewrind slide is Che Cortbbenn;
o Lhe windward side, the Atlaniic. [ust
alff U entrance of e harboor lay our

target wreck, te Biowon Cor 1
ihe Cartbbean”,
The et Qi we cmerged blinking

into ashimmering Grenada day.

Throwing together our gear, we miads
the shiort wakk 1o the dock and our
refdervous with our hosts, Aguanauts,

Tl ol s wisre ‘-|!-:||. IERLES, RTCRR T

hieiphul and withinea few more minoles
wewere heading off 1o the Bdanca CLhis

sprctcui e Vessel g Been amder wiles

since October 1961 having disappearsd
i3 aiEmine Vikine boral after an
explosionin ker boiler. The wreck is
deteriorating fast, but it was still a greal

el Lo et dver those mbsslve buckled

plates; past the crumpled remains of the

linmrel with fhe o

1he Costa Line sl elenrdy visible,
The team split (o explore bath fomwarnd

orsd oft my personal chiolee bet

Nare of the elegant bBow. still slicing
upright throwgh the dark vwalers at 30,

The: Blmca Cowas osplisadid <ive, nnd

wiort [y of lurther exploration. but Faul
o guide, wits anxions to show us tht
Grenada had more to offer than this
eleganiold lady: How right e was

The Shak

Wi astiperh wreck

spookily well-preserved aller only four

years o imnsersion. Do sils wpr
i 20m of water, curtains hillowing from
cabvin windows T coerle undersed breeas
cargo of cement neathy packed fo plice,
Atthe bow two chaing ran Trom her
lvawwsers, [i ki the viesscl's possge
thramgh the senbasd,

Phrouwghout the expedition we always

Biowre b il tht when expliring

wreeks. particularly their silty intermal

avenues and abyvrinths, things conld oo

verv wrang very quicklv, Ancinadverient
fin-kick against crumbling subhstrite,




i Miekering toveh a wreonig urem, o fost e, s o re suddenty in the dark
hiart of vour worst nightmare,

Wi had been puided well throughout, and had devised o stecr codi of i
operation within the team o pravent anydrimas,

Oy closest brosh with Divey Tones came- on the second to Jast day.
andinvolved anunfortenate kit incident. o small brenladiwnin
communication, and Crann pesforming a neat piece of escapology,

Withethie guice and his buddy, Crann hod entered thie Sk

s sl
engine-room; Bver the gentlemin, be had allowed the other b diversio
enfer first; following on with his torch-beam fixved on Mike's steely backside, |

Flst p ant b adhee o dhithee, wodlal e erliteal point ol the
wry, bis torch Mailed, ?Lll'lkil‘.‘:__[ ahezud in the Blackness, he searched

valnly e Mike nnd Pand’s beams; bul they had tmed behind a solid

penedr

engine bock and were hidden Fomview,

Heart racing. be fished oul his spare toreh to find that the beam hardly
pretiéfrn e D stirred-Gp il dhivad. Lines hid not been aid ecatseol'the
lear of entanglement [nthe tiny space pivd twistisd pipes of the enpine-room,
Ak e fact thal the dive entered and exited e space ot dillerent poinits, |
complliating line-recoveny on conplet o, |

Crann ullimately exfracicd himse!f through a small ventilation shaft by
st judicions removal of gearand inelegant confortions. e pletire of
cilm thrsughout the expedition, even he wits ratUed, i nscenicod i
shotline wild-eved and Rast-covered,

Thi i wins blareless i bisd alresdy initinied o search e for

Crann even'os he exited the engine-room. It was o simple kil failare bt also

i reminder that peneteation of wrecks must be taken seriously by tiervone,
regardless of experience.

Crir il dive ws on the Sar fuan, i begutiul trawler crawling with

Liese Shibeks. W were followed throughonl by hige Nossau grouper,
which swarm repeatedly into shol and Bad tobe elbawed aside by frustrated |
lerssenen. only tetoom gigantically i another viewfinder seconds later, |

Gluicing behind me s !
an o last dive, [ saw himis1ill peeri
slidow delilind him,
The perfect plcture (o carry withome as o reminder of the spletidoir of the
wortd of wrecks, K
{
|
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fan Power Dive Tours. Espirita Sanio; Vanuain, 00678 3822,
i adla - pow o e, c.odin

= [ive! Tutukaka: Whnngarei, New Zealand; (64 90143 867,
vww.diving.co.ng

o Live Toars heew Pealonds Flamilion, New Zealand, 0064 7846 5660,

Wi diving.co.ng

# Aguindets Grennda, 5t George’s, Gronada, 00473 44411 26,
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& A DVD ofthe Ultimaie Weeeks expedition will be available Liter ihis
frear. Readers interested in jofning next year's Foll Circle Top 10
Wildlife Dives expedition shoudd visio waw fullcireleexpeditions.com




