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Caribbaan island, look no Turther than
Grenada. A mountain topped by a rainforest
packed rich with Mlora and Tauna, encircled
by long stretches of sandy beaches and
nitersparsed with attractive bays - Grenada
ticks all the boxes
Renowned as an exporter ol spices,
the island i3 equally well known lor its
friendly locals, who famously exhibited

their hospitality in 1961 when a flotilla of

ocal boats rescued and accommodated
survivars from the Bianca C liner following
a lire in the ship's engine roon

Tourism s now Granada's |1':.l_|'\!
-'|1||.-.Fr'_,- with a lar B ni imber of Brits 1.|k|'I|L':
adva Lage of tha lrequent ‘||pl‘ s to the
wland. In 2004 Hurricane bvan hit the gland
and caused considerable damage, However
within weeks of the hurricane, power lines
wire back up and drvers were back in the
water, Services are now restored and in
many cases better than ever, Unfortunately,
hvan has taken its toll on the sland's tourist
industry. With wvisitor numbers down, there
are plenty ol good deals to be had. In fact,

now could be the best time to visit the sland

THE DIVING

he bast of the diving is located around the
southwest of the island in the area between
the capital 5t George's and Grenada's
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there are two types of dives, those situated
on the Atlantic side of the island and those
on the Caribbean side. The Atlantic side

nas STronger Currents and ConaIitions, and is

characterised by big fish such as nurse and

Blgger wiew: left, a diver checks out one of the
davits sn the Blanca C) & schoal ol reel sharks

resef sharks and barracuda, On the Caribbean
side, conditions are genarally sasier, with
smaller schoaling fish and good quality reefs
This skde is also host 1o one of the world's
greatest wrecks - the mighty Blanca (

Hurricane Ivan's effect on the diving
has been mixed, but in one way has baén
positive, ¥While Shark Reel had considerabdle
damage to the colourful sponges that riss
frasm the reel and the San Juan wreck
was broken in two, on the plus side the
hurricans swept away a lot of algae allowing
for new growth on many of the reefs

YWrecks are the crown ol Grenada s
diwing, with the Bianca C being its jewel
Ar 200m ong and lying in 50m of water,
this ship is quite simply stunning Thes stern
section lies an ity starboard side. but from
midships to the bow the wreck sits upright
Black corals thitve on elther side of the
wrack, and schools of jacks and s yacdel|sh
follow you along the length of the ship. You
can even swim inside the on-deck swimming
||-'|n|_ which sits at 30m

The Bianca C, however, is not the only
wreck in the area. The King Mitch is a
former US Navy minesweeper which sits
four miles out into the Atlantic at a depth
of 35m. The ship is home to a number of
sharks, as well as eagle rays and turtles

Also on the Atlantic side, and now broken
n two as a result of Hurricane lvan, the
San Juan is a former fishing vessel that is
now packed with nurse sharks. The sharks
went AWOL for a few weeks lollowing the
hurricane, but they are now back in b REer
numbers than ever

Situated between the an |uan and King

Miwch, a new wreck has recently been
discoversd, The Hema | is a freighter whick
sank in March and is sat to becoma a major
dive site for Grenada. The wreck lies at J0m
and sharks are already wvisiting the site
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Wirecks and sharks are Grenada's greatest

§ aren t packed with fish
compared with the Red Sea or the MMakeivies
but the setting is undenably exquisite andl
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WHEN TO GO

ke rainy season is from June (o I

dovem ber
Average temperatures range from 2470 to
470, with water temperatures averaging

16-18°C

[]

Thie lovwwost ‘.r|'||:l|.".II||I|“\. Are

roim December to February

WHERE TO STAY

There's a lot of accommodation on the
sland, most of which takes the form al
arge beachfront hotels. True Blue Bay
| o, ruel Bay. Co Lo the south ol
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of the bay and is the base for Aquanauts
473 44411 26
wiebsite: wiwow ar vautgrenada com)

The Calabash Hotel {wwow

} on LAnse Aux Epines beach offers a

Grenada dive centre (tel: 00
abashhotel

vanety ol raoms and wilas and is the base of

ScubaTech Grenada (tel: 001 473 440 6789
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GETTING THERE
British Adrways, Virgin and Excel Airways

{book through Golden Caribbean an 01342
3169000, www. goldencaribbean.con

regular direct flights from Londan Gatwick

offer




